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Book the Month Club---September Co-Selection 
(With Sharp’s Cluny Brown) 


Pastoral. Morrow. 246p. 


Shute, Nevil. Aug. 25, 1944. 
$2.50. 

When the Battle Britain ended the Battle Germany 
began. Slowly first but with increasing tempo rising 
last thunderous crescendo the RAF, later joined 
the AAF, bombed German industrial centers part 
the long range strategy the High Command. the 
early days however the Bomber Command the RAF 
bore the brunt mission after mission without letup. 
those days experienced crew, one which had learned 
operate efficiently through careful observation 
tensive practice, one which was cool and automatic 
action under stress, one which had unscathed 
through many operations, was major asset any station 
because the steadying influence exercised greener 
crews, asset conserved carefully. Nevil Shute has 
woven story about such crew whose rhythm and har- 
mony became disrupted when the captain met with dis- 
appointment love. simple story told against the 
background bomber station southern England with 
several operational missions forming part the picture. 


Peter Marshall was flight officer, quiet, young, serious 
and captain the Wellington bomber for Robert” 
operating out Hartley airdrome. Among his crew were 
Gunnar Franck, Danish co-pilot and navigator, staunch, 
careful and calm, Sergeant Phillips, the rear gunner and 
Corporal Leech, the radioman. The crew functioned 
smoothly unit, they had confidence one another, 
practice and careful study had given them efficient team- 
work, they all liked fish. Calm, efficient and con- 
tented, one caf use the term under those circumstances, 
they performed well and had few mental emotional 
difficulties. 


Then Peter first noticed WAAF Section Officer Gervase 
Robertson, charge signals Hartley, and became 
mildly interested her. They met over fish and then 
there were cycling, tramps about the countryside, pigeon 
shoot, movie and dinner nearby Oxford. They were 
both quite simple, quiet and natural people, they found 
each other’s company pleasant and Peter very soon asked 
Gervase marry him. Startled and unsure she pleaded 
the necessity her war work and her own uncertainty 
love refusing them. They decided then break 
cleanly and not see each other again. Peter was hurt 
and uneasy, resentful also believing that had lost 
her through his own awkward simplicity. Unhappiness 
fermented with him and the smooth harmony the crew 
frayed quickly when began snapping unnecessarily 
the others. Nor could escape seeing Gervase daily 
the performance their duties and since the fishing 
season had closed there was little for the crew while 
off increased when Peter grew careless 
bombing mission and was barely able crash land 
the plane without wrecking completely. 


When the Wing Commander began investigation the 
crew remained loyal and, although they admitted the 
difficulty the situation, yet they wished remain with 
Marshall. All were given leaves. Then the Commander 
discovered the source the trouble and determined 
have Gervase transferred. But this action was held 
abeyance since she had already taken action obtaining 
fishing privileges for the crew private estate and had 
then agreed with Peter for month trial period 
determine she really loved him. They enjoyed them- 
selves for the remainder Peter’s leave and Gervase be- 
came daily more attracted him. Then Peter returned 
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duty and hazardous mission, but this time with 
the crew again full coordination, during which the 
plane was badly damaged. almost superhuman 
craftsmanship managed bring the plane back base 
and, after his crew had bailed out, managed land the 
plane with wounded gunner and both survived the 
crash. During these moments peril Gervase learned 
that she really loved Next morning the two be- 
came involved official red tape over what was con- 
sidered slightly scandalous misbehavior but every- 
thing was straightened out quite quickly and the story 
ends note happiness. 


Pastoral charming, simply written story quiet love 
affair placed against the adventurous background war. 
Story, plot, execution and technique are quite adequate. 
There are two three instances profanity and one 
two sentences which the more prudish 
construe being slightly suggestive but these would not 
seem prevent fair recommendation the book 
suitable for all. 


Book the Month Club --- September 


Co-Selection 
(With Shute’s Pastoral) 


Sharp, Margery. Cluny Brown. Little, Brown. 


1944. 270p. $2.50. 


Orphaned Cluny Brown, with her pony tail stiff hair 
and excessively plain features, tall appearance and thin 
(weight nine stone two, mostly bone) will live for some 
time beyond the normal span best-selling years 
symbol the zest for life, the craving socially destratify 
oneself and find higher wider plateaus. Even the 
ward and mere house assistant her prosaic plumber- 
uncle Arn she found possibilities for self-expression (such 
having tea the Ritz) which left her guardian be- 
fuddled these strange departures from working-class 
social conventions. The final blow Uncle Arn’s hopes 
normality occurred when Cluny undertook fix 
clogged sink drain the bachelor apartment Mr. Ames. 
After doing fine job the drain, the middle-aged sen- 
sualist Mr. Ames invited her bath and cocktails. 
Cluny resisted the first suggestion, settled for wash 
the modernly gadgeted bathroom, had barely single-gulped 
the first cocktail and was being instructed second 
Mr. Ames the fine art sipping when Uncle Arn 
arrived. 


result this incident (and with the others fresh 
mind) Uncle Arn decided the thing for Cluny was do- 
mestic service. the prosperous year 1938 maids were 
premium. Shortly Cluny found herself established 
the country estate Friars Carmel (after uncon- 
ventional trip the Rolls Royce neighboring Colonel 
Duff-Graham) maid-of-all-sorts, taking her training 
under the elderly Mrs. Maile who had handled many 
maids before but had never realized the meaning “the 
decline the West” prior Cluny’s arrival. every 
way Cluny showed naiveté quite angles from the 
straight and rigid social customs. 


Simultaneously with Cluny came Adam Belinski, for- 
eigner and exile, house guest heir-apparent Andrew 
Carmel. Adam almost high-comedy type figure, 
e.g., had borrowed many Andrew’s clothes also 
had borrow trunk for them, who had deeper in- 
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terest love affairs than the book was supposed 
writing the Friars. Naturally and Cluny met, 
fact she was invited his room. But Cluny’s interests 
became more closely directed the serious, efficient, pros- 
perous young chemist Scottish descent, Titus 
Soon Titus had changed the half-holiday his shop from 
Thursday Wednesday coincide with Cluny’s half-day 
off; soon Titus paid his respects Mrs. Maile, then 
Uncle Arn, both whom were duly impressed his 
conformity the conventions approach the right 
people prior important announcement. usual, 
everything was planned without Cluny. The denouement 
her sudden departure with and subsequent marriage 
Adam decidely character. 


Cluny Brown pleasantly humorous tale told re- 
ventional girl, one who wanted have experiences and 
not rutted down the life wife Scotch country 
chemist (or any other rut). Sometimes its humor 
that sexy innuendo (p. 19) but never seriously sug- 
gestive. The most objectionable feature Cluny’s choice 
Adam Belinski her husband since portrayed 
amorous adventurer whose qualities faithful 
benedict might well doubted. Adults will find this 
well-written light reading. 


Huxley, Aldous. Time Must Have Stop. 
Aug. 23, 1944. $2.75. 


Mr. Huxley continues speculate the things time 
and their limitations. shook finger scorn those 
who seek prolong their immersion the evils time 
After Many Summer Dies the Swan. his study, 
Grey Eminence, continues grope for mysticism 
which will liberate man from evils time. Time Must 
Have Stop, the reader watches the spiritual formation 
poet who formulates for himself philosophy life, 
works out, were, natural asceticism whereby can 
more less unite himself with the “divine be- 
come aware the “Intelligible Light” (p. 
divine ground “Godhead, the unmanifested principle 
all manifestations”, transcendent and immanent, which 
human beings may love, know, and with which they may 
identify themselves. not quite personal God. 


Hotspur’s dying words, “Time must have stop”, furnish 
Sebastian Barnack, the contemporary poet, with 
epistemology, ethic and metaphysic. Sebastian con- 
cludes that only “taking the fact eternity into 
account that can deliver thought from its slavery 
and only “paying our attention and our pri- 
mary allegiance eternity that can prevent time from 
turning our lives into pointless diabolic foolery”. 
such heights wisdom without very much logic learn- 
ing virtue does Huxley’s latest creation rise; but not 
without having his fingers burnt, his heart seared and 
himself brought from behind his back. 


This book novel. tells story, however dull and 
unmotivated its plot. Sebastian Barnack, seventeen 
year old college undergraduate struggles crystallize 
poetry his observations and experiences. hand- 
some chap with boyish face and curly hair, introspective, 
immature and shy. The same qualities which win for 
him the friendship and unwanted mother love his 
cousin Susan and his Aunt Alice Poulshot alienate his 
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father’s affections. Not the least these his resemblance 
his wayward mother who has deserted John Barnack 
for another man. 


John Barnack, socialist spending all his money, time and 
energy political intrigues home and the con- 
tinent finds against his principles buy his son, Sebas- 
tian, suit evening clothes for class night 
the opposite pole all questions, stands Eustace Barnack, 
brother John and Sebastian’s patron. the discussion 
between John and Eustace (p. 54) and later between 
Eustace and Paul DeVries (p. 282) all man’s institu- 
tional life undergoes severe tongue lashing. Uncle 
Eustace, conservative, yet pleasure loving aesthete, re- 
moves Sebastian from his native environment taking 
him Florence for holiday. Sebastian, prior his de- 
parture for Italy, suffered from the usual inordinate curi- 
osity the adolescent with regard the opposite sex. 
had built interior love life the imagination 
centering around fictitious Mary Esdaile. Bitter experi- 
ences England teach him that has not yet found 
the lady his dreams. 


Italy Uncle Eustace introduces him more sensuous 
form art and life, promises buy him his evening 
clothes and gives him expensive painting. Sebastian 
meets Paul DeVries, scientist with synthetic solution 
for all the problems life whom recognizes fool 
(p. 282-286). forms friendship with heroic book 
dealer, Bruno Rontini, from whom learns the wisdom 
making genealogy his The women folk 
Eustace’s household react pretty much the folks 
home except more violently. His experiences are even 
more bitter and the realization his love for Mary Esdaile 
the person Mrs. Thwale was far inferior its antici- 
pation. 


Before Eustace Barnack has opportunity buy the 
evening clothes dies from attack brought over- 
indulgence brandy and cigars. Huxley gives exotic 
description Eustace’s life after death, his turning from 
eternal light back the world sense pleasure. This 
diversion into the field the spiritual goes through several 
chapters, and except occasion poke fun the 
spiritualists rather tiresome and repetitious. Sebastian’s 
selfishness takes possession him that before his Uncle 
cold—he sells the painting and orders the suit evening 
clothes. The painting listed stolen when inventory 
taken his deceased uncle’s goods. Bruno Rontini 
comes Sebastian’s assistance, recovers the painting and 
marched off Fascist prison result his kind 
act. Sebastian witness the whole affair and covers 
himself number petty lies has not the cour- 
age avoid. The story ends John Barnack taking 
Sebastian back England after the funeral. 


the epilogue Sebastian thirty years age, has sur- 
vived wife and child whom was unfaithful. 
makes some amends for his former selfishness taking 
care Bruno his last illness. even manages face 
his father man man, because has outgrown the 
inherited characteristics his mother. can now dis- 


agree without being cowed overbearing because 
spiritually mature. 

his other books, readers will find Mr. Huxley bril- 
liant and tiresome, provocative and offensive (p. 159-235). 
Philosophers and historians will disagree with him because 
his lack logic, his superficiality and prejudice. There 


here the same display broad learning though rather 
shallow. has said many fine things especially through 
Bruno Rontini (p. 283) and Sebastian does grow up. Mr. 
Huxley too vague dangerous. The book really 
not important enough recommend any one. 
another the usual vein and has things, which will 
attract and interest Mr. Huxley’s devotees. Dis- 
criminating adults may read the book without too much 
harm and with very little profit and depending upon their 
tastes with modicum pleasure. 

Aloysius Miller, 

University Scranton 


Fast, Howard. Freedom Road. Duell, Sloan Pearce. 
Aug. 16, 1944. 263p. $2.75. 

Howard Fast has made name for himself writer 
historical novels dealing with men and episodes the 
American Revolution. Freedom Road turns for 
plot and characters the “Reconstruction” period fol- 
lowing the War Between the States. 


Freedom Road has its setting South Carolina; the 
periods covers are 1867-68 and 1877; its hero Gideon 
Jackson, returned Negro ex-Federal soldier; its villains 
are the white South Carolina planters and the Klux 
Klan; its theme the rise, progress and tragic failure 
(through Klan violence) Gideon’s plan induce 
Negroes and poor whites buy land and work 
brotherly cooperation, and obtain free education for 
their children. 

Freedom Road may summarized briefly enough. The 
war ended, Gideon Jackson comes back his wife and 
children the Carwell Plantation, whence had run 
away join the Federal Army. The great plantation 
house deserted, but some the ex-slaves and few 
the white tenant-farmers still remain. Gideon, chosen 
his black neighbors represent them the Constitutional 
Convention 1868, becomes ashamed his ignorance, 
and with the aid few books given him more literate 
colored friends, teaches himself read, write and cipher. 
even comes appreciate Emerson and understand 
Blackstone. Later, hearing that the Carwell place 
sold for delinquent taxes, induces the black squatters 
there labor building the new railway order earn 
money toward buying the land they live on. Gideon 
raises additional funds the North and induces some 
his poor-white neighbors join the venture. last the 
land bought and divided, and the first part Gideon’s 
story has been told. 

Nine years pass, during which Gideon has come 
first State Senator, then Representative Congress. 
The second half Freedom Road opens 1877 with 
Gideon’s expostulation President Grant the con- 
templated desertion the Southern Negroes the Re- 
publican party. For Gideon has learned that the incoming 
President, Hayes, gain the Southern Democrats’ ac- 
quiescence his doubtful title, has let them know that, 
once safely inaugurated, will withdraw all Federal 
troops from the South. Grant proving indifferent, Gideon 
comes home prepare for the dangers ahead. Free 
men’s work has made Carwell little paradise. But 
marked for destruction, now that the Union soldiers 
have gone and the Democrats are back power. The 
local sheriff comes demand three Gideon’s people 
trumped-up charge attempted rape. Gideon, 
knowing them innocent, refuses give them up. 
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Then the Klan comes force, and Gideon and his white 
and black comrades, fighting hard the last, find death 
the end their Freedom Road. 


Mr. Fast’s present book commendable for presenting 
what may called Reconstruction from the Negro angle. 
pathetic and moving account post-war Negro 
hopes, fears, sufferings and frustrations. depicts the 
may help little against the irrational and cruel anti- 
Negro prejudices which still today give ugly evidence, 
North and South, continuing vigor. 

But typical picture the Reconstruction era, Freedom 
Mr. Fast has much tell Negro woes inflicted 
Southern whites, but says not one word about the 
strong provocation under which those whites labored. 
Klux Klan outrages are luridly set forth, but the 
equally outrageous doings some the 
militia get mention. Great ado made about the 
overthrow the Reconstruction regime Wade Hamp- 
ton and his “Red Shirts”, once President Hayes had with- 
drawn from the protection Federal troops. Nothing 
told the almost incredible rascality the overthrown 
government, which for nearly decade had been plunging 
already sorely afflicted State deeper and deeper into 
financial, political and moral bankruptcy. 


“afterword” his book, Mr. Fast gives his authori- 
ties—and very doubtful some them are. would 
have done well consult one additional source—The 
Prostrate State, written 1873 old-time Maine 
Abolitionist, James Pike, who hated slavery and had 
love for Southern ex-Confederates, but who went South 
Carolina find out the truth about Reconstruction and, 
having found it, set forth one the most damning 
indictments corrupt political gang ever written. 


When Reconstruction collapsed left just one legacy 
the American Negro—the privilege being the political 
football conscienceless Northern and Southern dema- 
gogues. However, the last two three decades, thanks 
the quiet, devoted work good men, white and black 
alike, real hope better things has arisen. maybe, 
some not too far off day, the Southern Negro may find 
reality that Utopia Mr. Fast has written of—a Utopia 
little thrifty farms where black men and white may 
work peace and friendship, and where the color 
man’s heart will count for more than will the color 
his skin. 

From the moral standpoint there nothing designedly 
offensive Freedom Road. But the occasionally coarse 
profane language some the characters restricts 
adults its recommendation. 

Winston, 


Richmond, Virginia 


Shotwell, James The Great Decision. Macmillan. 
July 25, 1944. 268p. $3.00. 
Gibson, Hugh. The Road Foreign Policy. Doubleday, 


Doran. July 21, 1944. 252p. $2.50. 


Professor Shotwell and Mr. Gibson might well spend 
profitable day conference over the question whether 
have have not foreign policy. Mr. Gibson believes 
that improvise along; Professor Shotwell feels 
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that have already embarked upon policy inter- 
national cooperation and that the instruments for the 
building world without war are hand. view 
the fact that their experience and their approach 
different, might interesting compare the areas 
agreement and disagreement evidenced both 
Professor Shotwell’s background that the scholar 
whose interest world affairs brought him into partici- 
pation the treaty making 1919 the course which 
was American member the organizing committee 
the International Labour Conference. Director the 
Division Economics and History the Carnegie En- 
dowment for International Peace, edited the massive 
series The Economic and Social History the World 
War (1914-1918) which ran into 150 volumes. Chair- 
man the Commission Study the Organization 
Peace, has been working the framework inter- 
national organization which the United States might 
participate. Mr. Gibson’s experience has been that the 
career diplomat whose thirty years’ service the State 
Department was capped his service Ambassador 
Belgium and Brazil. 


Both men have common area agreement. Both be- 
lieve blend realism and idealism desirable, although 
Professor Shotwell’s brand what might called 
“academic idealism” while Mr. Gibson stresses realism 
which sometimes has out-of-office sound. Both believe 
that resolutions and statements without backing are 
avail although Professor Shotwell feels that the Briand- 
Kellogg Pact and such resolutions those Representa- 
tive Fullbright are great significance. Both insist that 
tremendous amount work has done building 
international organization over long period 
time. Both firmly state that foreign policy the future 
must guided moral principles. Both believe that 
the public must led view questions international 
import the basis morality rather than emo- 
tional nationalistic basis. Both stand for education 
the general public better understanding world 
affairs and the role the United States. Both believe 
international rather than nationalistic approach. 


The area disagreement between the two authors much 
greater, however, than that agreement. Professor Shot- 
well’s purpose study all the available machinery such 
the International Labour Office, the United Nations 
Conference Food and Agriculture, the United Nations 
Relief and Rehabilitation Administration, and show 
that have already begun fashion post war organiza- 
tion modeled rather closely upon that the League 
Nations. Professor Shotwell believes that such or- 
ganization must backed this time force, inter- 
national police force, whose actions would determined 
Council Nations. Mr. Gibson has little faith 
such machinery. takes all available proposals, ex- 
amines them, and then declares that single proposal 
can avert conflicts. Professor Shotwell believes using 
all available experience and machinery work for peace. 
Mr. Gibson believes that one the deterrents any such 
policy the American policy basing our foreign affairs 
upon predetermined principles applied trained 


diplomats. Shotwell puts much his trust institutions 


preserve peace. Gibson bases his hopes for the future 
upon reorganization the State Depaitment such 
way that career diplomats are allowed work their way 


top positions without interference from ambassadors 
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appointed because their campaign contributions be- 
cause the Administration can find domestic position 
into which they would fit. Mr. Gibson worries great 
deal about our Constitution, believing that imperiled 
the growth executive authority the field foreign 
affairs. believes that democratic foreign policy will 
the result restriction executive power combined 
with strengthening Senate control over treaty making. 
believes that policy making council within the State 
Department might lead better cooperation between 
Senate and State Department and the various branches 
the government which times touch upon matters 
foreign policy. 

Dr. Shotwell also concerned about the Constitution but 
believes that only through the construction inter- 
national organization can the Constitution preserved. 
The alternative feels, would militaristic totali- 
tarianism with revival imperialism. carefully 
avoids any discussion the role the 
tions safeguard security, justice, and livelihood concern 
Professor Shotwell most. The fundamental thesis his 
whole book that war under the conditions modern 
science cannot permitted anywhere the world with- 
out endangering the peace nations not parties the 
dispute. His General International Organization would 
have Defense Committee similar the Council the 
League and Assembly strengthen the moral purpose 
and supply the added instruments for carrying out. 
safeguard justice, would reestablish the World Court 
but supplement with international institute study 
the problem human rights all nations and the pos- 
sible guarantees freedom everywhere. protect live- 
lihood, would set organizations based upon the 
International Labour Organization with weighted 
ties secure adequate representation for all countries. 
Professor Shotwell asserts that the chief difference between 
present day procedure and that Wilson’s time that 
instead drafting constitution for the world broad, 
firm outlines, the United Nations are already work 
carrying activities common interest. 


There are few points which the reader might wish 
differ with Professor Shotwell. His explanation 
Russia’s aims with respect the Baltic states and the 
Polish boundary sounds almost like the explanations 
offered with respect Germany’s aims 
fessor Shotwell also inclines toward the belief that the 
Molotoff proposal endow sixteen Russian Republics 
with vote foreign affairs was attempt federalize 
the structure the army and give the individual 
localities chance settle domestic problems their 
own way. the light this explanation, there 
contradiction with the Moscow agreements. Mr. Gibson, 
the other hand, believes that Molotoff was but pre- 
paring the way for imperialistic land grab and that 
simply was the green light for the revival imperialistic 
demands the part other powers. Mr. Shotwell 
would pretty far cooperate and understand Russia. 
Mr. Gibson believes that our infatuation with the Soviet 
Union shows our clear lack foreign policy and our will- 
ingness blind ourselves the true facts about Russia. 
Mr. Shotwell feels that the revised Soviet Constitution, 
instead rendering the post war organization nations 
more difficult genuine contribution peace the 
vague but potent sovereignty national states were 
broken into its constituent parts and peoples across 
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frontiers deal with each other more directly terms 
their own interests. Mr. Gibson very sceptical such 
approach. 


Altogether, Mr. work useful one sum- 
ming the results already achieved working toward 
unity. definite answer Mr. Gibson’s charge that 
lack definite principles upon which base foreign 
policy. Mr. Gibson’s work distinctly useful counter- 
acting the too optimistic note which sometimes creeps 
into the work Professor Shotwell. style, Professor 
Shotwell sometimes inclined toward the academic. Mr. 
Gibson’s attempt journalistic sometimes rather 
wearing, especially when becomes repetitious. The 
Shotwell volume might well recommended for reading 
for those who would like sum our progress date 
winning the peace. Mr. Gibson’s work provides food 
for some thought the necessity for training 
diplomatic staff but its usefulness somewhat impaired 
its tone being somewhat too vehement and somewhat 
too inclined “view with alarm” when considering the 
Executive and the State Department. Somehow, Mr. 
Gibson lets the reader know that there national elec- 
tion coming up. 
James Eagan, 


College New Rochelle 


Johnson, Gerald (With the collaboration the 
Editors Look Magazine.) Woodrow Wilson; the Un- 
forgettable Figure Who Has Returned Haunt Us. 
Harper. July 12, 1944. 293p. $2.00. 


1909, Taft was beginning his uncomfortable four years 
President; the Wright Brothers were still working 
their incredible dream; Theodore Roosevelt was being 
photographed Africa astride various slain beasts; the 
great names the sports world were Cobb, Jeffries, 
Johnson, and Barney Oldfield; Anna Held was the cur- 
rent idol the stage; and, Princeton, the University 
president, waging fight against the letter fraternities, had, 
perhaps unwittingly, taken the first step momentous 
political career which would end strange quiet fifteen 
years later house Street, Washington. 


1909 marks the real entrance Woodrow Wilson the 
national stage. Senator James Smith, Democratic boss 
New Jersey, adopted the liberal president Princeton, 
and November the next year made him Governor 
the State. are still wondering whether was well for 
the country—and for the world—that this event occurred. 


But, whether the later story Wilson the world leader 
Greek tragedy, post-dated major triumph for human- 
ity, the beginnings World War II, certainly high 
drama, and poses some huge questions. Mr. Johnson’s 
book, series actual candid camera shots Wilson 
his big moments, and means biographical sketch 
and running script swift-paced and pungent one 
Wilson’s own impassioned perorations, plays the drama 
for all worth, and faces the questions. 


The photographs, which comprise the bulk the book, 
are excellent, and some them poignant. the snap- 
shot, for instance, Wilson his last cabinet meeting 
early 1921, the President’s face hints the essence 
the whole story the fight 1919-1921: broken man, 
bay. The pictures taken the Peace Conference make 
crisp news reel rich suggestiveness. The camera, 


ligt 
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course, touches only the surfaces men and things, and 
the personalities were usually forewarned when they faced 
it; but Mr. Johnson’s collection proves that spot photog- 
raphy can real illumination history. 


The author believes that Wilson’s plan for world peace 
was substantially right, and that was sabotaged not 
the Republicans but the public. The American people, 
thinks, were not generous enough nor clear-thinking 
enough along with the League Nations came 
out Versailles. Georges Clemenceau, too, had done his 
part wreck the League idea forcing some com- 
promises Wilson; but, Mr. Johnson insists, even with 
these compromises the League Nations Covenant was 
still good thing. And, predicts this latest advocate 
the Wilson legend, the American people will ultimately 
come back plan which will fundamentally the same 
that Wilson. Wherefore the sub-title this book— 
unforgettable figure who has returned haunt us’. 


Mr. Johnson here assuming what commonly known 
definite stand. for Wilson and for the League 
Nations stood 1919. Not all us, course, 
will fully agree with him. The crucial question was, 
could that particular peace formula, with its admittedly 
grave defects, ultimately bring stability the world? 
Many think not; others, with Mr. Johnson, point out that 
(1) was plan, (2) was the only plan proposed, and 
(3) was plan not demonstrably unworkable. 


Precisely because such division and uncertainty our 
thinking, books like this are necessary. The best way 
deciding what kind future peace plan will right 
determine exactly why Wilson’s was wrong—if was 
wrong. His program, which, for brief space gave the 
world breathless hope, may have been all that his critics 
said was; but the solemn noise him still troubles our 
spirits, and the questions asked have not yet fully 
answered and perhaps not honestly faced. 


Perhaps the most intriguing feature this strange story 
the feature which Mr. Johnson perceives clearly and 
expresses eloguently: the Versailles peace formula was, 
for reasons not yet completely clear, doomed from the 
start. Some have asked, was the fatality Woodrow 
Wilson that was beaten the complexities prob- 
lem which, basically, was simple Child Beth- 
lehem? 


Recommended for all classes readers. 
Durkin, 


Georgetown University. 


Busch, Noel What Manner Man? Harper. Aug. 


1944. 189p. $2.00. 
This brief psychological study the President. Mr. 
Busch for eleven years wrote for Time magazine. Since 


1938 has been associated with Life, for which has 
done number character sketches. not pro- 
fessional psychologist, but hard-working journalist who 
seeks understand the springs conduct people 
renown. Such attempts are never conclusive even under 
laboratory conditions. Mr. Busch gives one man’s 
opinion why Franklin Delano Roosevelt behaves the 
way does. neither assertively pro nor anti Roose- 
velt, the book should raise blood-pressures either 
camp. 


Best SELLERS 


sees Roosevelt man who luxuriates crises. 
Struggle and contest are his element. This explains the 
brilliance his first hundred days office, contrasted 
with the flatness his second term. the “brilliant 
improviser and extemporaneous magician”, enjoying strug- 
gle for its own sake. This prevents him from attaining 
the formalized results great men the historic Euro- 
pean sense. But Mr. Busch does not regard this entirely 
disadvantage. has gotten used “continual 
commotion”, and therefore the eventual commotion 
having him vacate the White House. 


His father was elderly man, and remote from young 
Franklin. His elder half brother James, nicknamed 
“Rosey”, was more playmate equal footing. 
Hence Franklin Roosevelt never acquired awe for au- 
thority tradition. does not have the reverence 
which would have made another man hesitate building 
bonfire the august threshold the Supreme Court. 


Since his father was elderly and remote, Roosevelt has 
never acquired taste for senescence. For advisers, 
generally inclines clever young men with ready tongues. 
likes friendly talkative people around him, and these 
are not always the best executives. 


The President not interested money, and has true 
understanding it. This enables him spend like 
water, the one hand, and persecute Big Business 
the other. Having been the close associate his mother, 
has something woman’s tender sympathy for the 
suffering and distressed. also the complete extrovert. 


Mr. Busch has some thoughtful and trenchant criticism 
the President and his behavior, and this all the more 
impressive because the temperate character the study 
whole. Any sincere and intelligent statement about 
famous personage bound hold our interest. The 
author has clearly given much thought his subject, and 
states his findings clear and popular way. 


Thomas Fox, C.S.P. 


Wechsler, James Labor Baron. Morrow. Aug. 1944. 
278p. $3.00. 


The author this portrait John Lewis well- 
known labor reporter who now heads the Washington 
bureau PM, pinkish New York daily. Under these 
circumstances, one would hardly expect the study ques- 
tion authorized biography, much less essay 
adulation Mr. Lewis. Nevertheless, the author makes 
heroic efforts restraint and objectivity, and succeeds 
producing fairly dispassionate study stormy and 
controversial subject. 


Labor Baron studies the career John Lewis from his 
entrance into union politics 1906, until the present 
day. Lewis portrayed proud, ambitious man, adept 
the ways machine politics, and utterly ruthless 
his rise power. particularly successful instrument 
control the establishment where- 
recalcitrant leaders local unions are replaced 
docile administrators iocals and districts. Whatever 
the means used, the United Mine Workers became 
strong, disciplined organization, with little internal weak- 
ness. True, they were buffeted the economic misfor- 
tunes their industry during the Twenties, but when 
opportunity knocked, they were ready. Opportunity came 
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the form the “New Deal”, Administration dedi- 
cated the cause social reform. 


Imbued with the conviction that the government stood 
behind them, the Mine Workers reached their peak 
strength after 1933. Lewis saw the onrushing tide 
great opportunity for mass organization steel, automo- 
biles, and other basic industries. judged the American 
Federation Labor too slow seizing their opportunity, 
and organized the Committee for Industrial Organization. 
This daring move led his expulsion from the Federa- 
tion, but soon the CIO was rushing forward from one 
conquest another. Lewis was never more powerful. 


From the pinnacle was forced into the abyss. 
turned against President Roosevelt because Lewis’ con- 
servative domestic policies and isolationist international 
views. This was the beginning his downfall. The 
right-wing feared his ambition. The left-wing turned upon 
him when the invasion Russia forced change the 
Party Line from isolationism interventionism. Lewis 
became truly isolated. last two desperate efforts 
regain power, the organization District third 
great labor union, and his attempt reunite with the 
Federation, were both fruitless. blind fury, lashed 
against his enemies the great coal strikes which did 
much hurt the labor movement during the war. Only 
the fact that the press hated Roosevelt worse than did 
Lewis permitted the magnitude his defeats escape 
the public. Today defeated, but has not sur- 
rendered. There still chance that this resourceful 
leader may again, and this chance leaves his op- 
ponents fearful and uneasy. 


Two aspects Lewis’ achievement are not sufficiently por- 
trayed Wechsler’s study. great labor leader, 
the narrower sense the term. The mine workers, trained 
his school, still furnish the backbone aggressive, able 
union leadership. Secondly, Lewis genuinely con- 
servative. holds that government intervention the 
affairs labor may ultimately lead government control 
over labor. Cheap and rapid gains, won through federal 
aid rather than genuine conviction workers, may turn 
out illusory. Had labor been able learn this 
lesson recent years, would not face postwar prob- 
lems with the fear and uncertainty prevalent high 
quarters today. 


flaw the book the unnecessary inclusion vul- 
garity three four places. But can recommended 
for critical, adult readers. 


John Cronin, 
St. Mary’s Seminary, Baltimore, Md. 


Abend, Hallett. Treaty Ports. Doubleday, Doran. Aug. 
18, 1944. $3.00. 


This volume the story the ports China which were 
opened the Powers the nineteenth century. addi- 
tion traces the history our foreign policy the Far 
East from Washington’s Presidency till the 
also goes beyond that and relates much the scandal and 
intrigue coincident with the impact the West upon the 
East. Mr. Abend also specializes local color, not only 
the treaty ports but China and Japan whole. 
Had the author stuck any one his themes, 
Ports might have been much better book. Unfortun- 


ately, the desire make the book entertaining over- 


Abend 


whelmed the main purpose the book that Mr. Abend 
allots undue amount space such subject pros- 
titution the China coast and Japan with moral judg- 
ments dubious value thrown in. The result hodge- 
podge value only the casual reader the field 
the Far East. 


The book begins with account Major Samuel Shaw, 
first American consul China, whose appointment 
was President Washington. days when the sailing 
ship made the China coast more accessible than the fur- 
ther reaches the American continent, New England 
found more profitable trade with Asia than with our 
own West coast. The early period our diplomatic 
contact with China was marked the commercial ac- 
tivity the consul person, Shaw amassing consider- 
able fortune. Fully century before the Open 
policy was enunciated, the United States insisted upon 
equal rights developing trade with China. Mr. Abend 
undertakes defense the British the two Opium 
Wars which actually opened the Ports the Powers. 
makes the point that Americans prospered much from 
this and other dubious activities did the nationals 
other states. Mr. Abend gives due honor and attention 
Caleb Cushing who cashed England’s efforts. 
The major port cities, Canton, Tientsin, and Shanghai, 
the latter greatest all, were the source much wealth 
not only the export materials but also the absorption 
many American products such fur. John Jacob 
Astor’s interest the fur trade the Far West was not 
moved any desire his see the Four Hundred 
New York properly attired. The rich fur trade with 
China was more profitable than the American market. 


dealing with the missionaries, Mr. Abend fair, point- 
ing out the bias which divided missionaries from the com- 
mercial population westerners China. pointed 
out, had the cleavage between the two groups not been 
great, the history the imperialism the white man 
East Asia might have made more agreeable reading. 
the whole, the history the use force against 
weaker China the major powers including the United 
States makes for depressing reading. For years Americans 
prospered the opium traffic and the need for manpower 
the West Coast led traffic coolies which was 
little better than slavery. discussing the opening 
Japan, Mr. Abend traces the period before the arrival 
Commodore Perry although Mr. Abend does not seem 
quite sure whether our interest opening Japan 
was commercial desire see that better treatment 
was insured shipwrecked American sailors. Mr. Abend 
believes that from the very beginning, only force would 
induce respect the Japanese and that the amount 
civilization absorbed them was slight. Much the 
book traces the history Japanese imperialism the Far 
East and the consequent hardening American policy 
toward Japan. This hardening, however, was vocal rather 
than backed any concrete evidence desire make 
Japan conform the Open Door policy China. The 
only two exceptions this were the Allied expedition 
Siberia during the Russian Revolution and the Stimson 
doctrine non-recognition. between these two and 
after Stimson’s statement, the United States pursued 
policy toward Japan which could only interpreted 
appeasement. This policy ended with Pearl Harbor. Mr. 
Abend makes note Congressional refusal fortify 
Guam but actually all that the Navy asked for, probably 


duty 
| 


daring ask for more, was improvement the 
harbor facilities Guam that Navy patrol planes 
might use the harbor more safely. Even with the harbor 
facilities improved, Admiral Cook admitted that Guam 
could not hold out for more than day. This what ac- 
tually happened December 11th. Mr. Abend’s account 
the activities the State Department not all clear 
explaining why the State Department switched 
stronger policy when defense the Pacific area was greatly 
weakened. 


Altogether, the work popular, rather superficial ac- 
count the development the modern Far East. 
subject such the Treaty Ports deserves more serious 
and scholarly approach any lasting value. 


James Eagan, 
College New Rochelle 


Literary Guild---July Selection 


Landon, Margaret. Anna and the King Siam. 
Day. June 29, 1944. $3.75. 


The inner life Oriental court has been intimately 
described this book; pageant gorgeous, costly, 
glittering rituals and cremations; depicts the romance 
and the terror the harem, the exotic splendor vast 
palaces amidst the squalor the City Women, com- 
edies and tragedies, intrigue and mysticism, cruelties and 
justice, woven into brilliant tapestry. 


Anna Leonowens, young Welsh widow, who had spent 
her childhood India, her fortune wiped out the 
closing banks after the Sepoy rebellion, accepted the 
job teaching the royal children Maha 
Mongkut, absolute monarch Siam. young girl 
living Bombay, Anna saw how the British were estab- 
lishing themselves land where they were out har- 
mony with native customs, and this served crystallize 
her mind conviction that never left her: “that 
human being, whatever his color creed sex, had cer- 
tain inalienable rights which other human beings had 
right violate”. 


After sending her little daughter, six years old, school 
England, Anna set out with her five year old son, 
Louis, her Hindustani nurse and her bearded Persian 
after saying good bye her friends Singa- 
pore, and her next door neighbor, Mr. Cobb, through 
whose books she had become acquainted with Emerson 
and Whittier, Garrison, Harriet Beecher Stowe and Abra- 
ham Lincoln; the steamer Chow Phya for Bangkok. 
Anna’s contract called for salary, separate house, and 
required her teach the Royal children the English lan- 
guage, new religions”. Arriving, Anna was met 
official, who reposed gilded cushion gilded 
cabin gondola carved like dragon, sans coat, bit 
rich red silk wound about his person. was the 
Prime Minister Siam, called the Kralahome. The 
governess was established his palace, 
furnished the European manner, where she lived until 
separate house was found for her. 


the afternoon April 1862, mauve 
muslin with black lace shawl, from the India days, Anna 
was presented Court Captain John Bush, British 
official, since the British Consul, Sir Robert 
was out town for the hot season. “Your Majesty, the 
new English governess, Mrs. Anna Harriette Leonowens, 


John 


Landon 
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and her son, King shook hands with her and 
after asking her few questions, seized her the hand 
and dragged her rapidly down the length the Audience 
Hall the apartment his wife, the Lady Talap, beau- 
tiful creature, whose childlike body was finely made 
Dresden figurine. She also was one Anna’s 
pupils. The palace marble and gold and rich fabrics, 
jewels and glistening tiles, Anna, seemed filled with 
gloom, and she was glad escape when her presentation 
was finished. Before she left, the King said, have sixty- 
seven children, you shall educate them for me, and 
many wives also may wish learn English. And 
have much correspondence which you must assist me, 
and moreover, have much difficulty for reading and 
translating French letters, for French are fond using 
gloomily deceiving terms. You must undertake, and you 
shall make all their murky sentences and gloomily de- 
ceiving propositions clear me. And, furthermore, 
have every mail foreign letters whose writing not 
easily read me. You shall copy round hand for 
readily perusal thereof,” said the King English. Anna 
was appalled the prospect such multiplicity 
duties, and thankful that she was live outside the 
palace. 

Anna’s five years “the Governess” were filled over- 
flowing. Mail day was often ten-hour shift, for her 
well the King. sent many letters, and often Anna 
was called out the middle the night look 
word, book, for the King, send hurried post- 
scripts his correspondence taking whatever blame might 
fall. She made friends with Lady Thiang, mother 
more his majesty’s children than any other his wives 
concubines; with Khun Thao Ap, chief the judges 
the Woman’s Court; with the sad Lady Son Klin, who 
was fascinated with the story “Uncle Tom’s Cabin” 
which Anna had taught her, that she translated into 
Siamese, and she added the name Harriet Beecher 
Stowe that her own. 


Her pupils, Anna found bright, intelligent children, 
lovable, and eager. However, the concubines gave her 
more trouble, their minds were not accustomed dis- 
cipline and after the novelty studying wore off, their 
attention lagged and they were often absent 
classroom. all the children Anna loved best the 
gentle, exquisite little Princess Fa-ying, who died with the 
cholera, after day’s illness, and the Prince Chulalong- 
korn. 

Anna and her son Louis, returned England Septem- 
ber, 1867, and although she had promised the King that 
she would “come back after her vacation”, she never 
went again Siam. 


October 1868, the King died and Prince Chula- 
longkorn succeeded the throne. proclaimed 
amnesty all political prisoners, established 
liberty, and 1905 absolutely and finally terminated 
serfdom and slavery, fulfilling determination had 
made Anna, his teacher, “If live reign over Siam 
shall reign over free and not enslaved nation”. Thirty 
years after she left Siam, Anna Leonowens, who was trav- 
eling England, met the King Chulalongkorn London, 
and had interview with him there August 19, 
which was another memorable day her life. 


Anna Leonowens and her Avis, came the 
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she wrote and lectured, and published her two books, The 
English Governess the Siamese Court and The Romance 
the Harem. When her daughter Avis married Mr. 
Thomas Fyshe, young Scottish banker and went 
Halifax live 1878, Anna spent the rest her life 
their Canadian home. Louis, completing his schooling, 
came the United States, but departed for Australia 
where entered the police force, and later returned 
Siam where King Chulalongkorn made him officer 
the cavalry. 


Nearly every chapter this wholly delightful and charm- 
ing book little novel itself. 


The author’s note how she happened write Anna 
and the King Siam exceedingly interesting. Reading 
Anna Leonowens’ two books, was suggested her that 
she combine the biographical parts into one book. The 
author lived Siam for ten years, 1927-1937, but this 
Siam was different from the Siam 1862-1867. After 
four years research old Siamese records, private 
letters and diaries found the Library Congress, she 
was able piece together, with Anna Leonowens’ two 
books, this fascinating story, which she declares “seven- 
ty-five per cent fact, and twenty-five per cent fiction based 
fact”, picture the vanishing life the harem. The 
half-page illustrations each the forty chapters are 
the work artist who also lived Siam. Recom- 
mended adult readers. 
Anne Stuart 


Wilkins, Vaughn. Being Met Together. Macmillan. 


Aug. 29, 1944. 510p. $2.75. 


There seems sudden though inconsiderable spurt 
the number historical novels built around the Napo- 
leonic background one showing minor parallelism with 
the present world picture. The present book the story 
young man who has been trained from infancy 
malevolent grandmother hate the British and fight 
against them, spends his entire life opposing them only 
discover the end that has been fighting the only 
nation Europe which championed the cause freedom. 


Shortly after indiscretion with Lavinia Fell, Richard 
Purvis was killed the British the Revolutionary War. 
His crippled elder brother Anthony offered Lavinia the 
protection his name but was killed drunken Hes- 
sian under circumstances which pointed the guilt 
Charles Hurrell, British officer who had appropriated 
some the Purvis diamonds finance his promotion 
intending repay the Purvises later date. Henriette 
Purvis, mother the two brothers, filled with hate for 
the British, tricked Lavinia into marriage with Anthony’s 
still warm corpse that the child would bear the Purvis 
name and could used further her enmity the 
British. For awhile Lavinia was able oppose her 
grandmother’s schemes but after her death Henriette had 
full control over Anthony and implemented her maniacal 
consecration with intensely Anglophobic education. 


1793, order keep Anthony under her full control, 
Laviria fled France. the voyage they met Charles 
Harradence, his distant relative Elizabeth Vane and her 
daughter Garland Vane. Harradence was Englishman 
who had forsaken his allegiance because what con- 


sidered England’s tyrannical government. had 


gone America search true liberty but was 


Wilkins 


find slavery flourishing there. was now his way 
republican France search the same commodity. 
Harradence saved Anthony from the demon fear which 
Henriette’s hatred was saddling upon him 
assumed responsibility for Anthony’s education. They 
met Napoleon Toulon while the emperor was still 
captain and were able him some slight service. For 
years they lived peacefully France until edu- 
cation was capped year the Institute Puetzger where 
met Robert Fulton, the inventor. 


Fulton and Anthony severed connections with the school 
simultaneously after which Madame Purvis gave Fulton 
financial backing for his latest invention, the submarine, 
used against the British fleet. While working the 
submarine Anthony fell under the spell the exotic 
Jasmine, mistress the adventurer, Count Pagan and also 
engaged illicit relations with Hortense, servant-girl. 
Harradence’s countermove was awaken Anthony’s in- 
terest the now grown lovely Garland with whom 
fell love. the meantime Napoleon’s conduct had 
destroyed Harradence’s faith France but still clung 
stubbornly his dream. Fulton’s submarine was finished 
and solely with thoughtless sense high adventure 
Anthony went with him attack British frigate. But 
Harradence, seeing last that the French revolution had 
failed and that England alone fought for liberty against 
all Europe, and Garland, because she loved Anthony too 
well see him dishonored, fled warn the frigate. 
the ensuing encounter Anthony’s hand was blown off and 
returned find his grandmother prostrated stroke. 
Stunned his failure and the desertion his friends 
sought consolation from Jasmine, married her and took 
her Paris where obtained appointment Napo- 
leon’s staff. short time had discovered her 
infidelity and relations rapidly worsened between them 
Jasmine continued her affair with Pagan. 


For years Anthony served the emperor until was sent 
England spy coordinate the work Napoleon’s 
fifth column. Easily captured, was saved from hanging 
friendly officer, sent the hulks escaped pris- 
oner, then prison for six years and finally paroled 
Welsh village through the hidden influence Harradence 
and Hurrell, now earl and Garland’s husband. 
Morfa lived with the Almonds, quiet, peaceful, toler- 
ant couple, whose only son had been killed America. 
This too was Harradence’s doing attempt cleanse 
the hate from Anthony’s soul and met with partial 
success. Pagan, who had discovered the discrepancies 
Anthony’s parentage reappears the scene 
attempt secure the vast Purvis Virginia estates for him- 
self. Hurrell blocks his plans and both are killed 
duel. Garland now free marry Anthony but will not 
since refuses part completely with his hatred. Anth- 
ony escapes France, rejoins Napoleon and takes part 
both defeats. Napoleon imprisoned St. Helena, 
under his grandmother’s guidance, leads last desper- 
ate attempt rescue the emperor submarine. Again 
Garland appears thwart the plan and Anthony, observ- 
ing Napoleon’s degeneration captivity and the evil 
his plans, finally capitulates and the story ends 
reunited with Garland. 

Being Met best classified adventure story 


with historical Other than entertain- 
ment there little true value the book. Plot and sub- 
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plots are interwoven tortuously, action frequently strain- 
and many the scenes are overwritten. Though the 
profanity only occasional there abundance vul- 
garity, obscenity and sexual immorality which detracts 
considerably from what little value the book possesses. 
addition page 233 the author takes occasion offer 
wholly gratuitous and offensive slur the Irish. The 
book would not harm mature readers but there 


Hoke, Henry. Black Mail. Reader’s Book Service. July, 
1944. 90p. $1.00. 


Black Mail could considered sort lengthy appendix 
John Roy Carlson’s Under Cover (Best Sellers, Aug. 
15, 1943). Mr. Hoke, Direct Mail Advertising executive, 
here confines his attention what considers pro-Nazi 
propaganda sent American readers through the United 
States mails. 


course secret that our entrance into the 
present war German commercial, financial and “literary” 
agencies this country were, under the general direction 
George Viereck (now happily retired from circula- 
tion court sentence), flooding the mails with lauda- 
tions Germany and Italy and with denunciations and 
“exposures” Britain. That was open and, sense, 
legitimate propaganda. One knew where came from 
and could evaluate its reliability. 


But Mr. Hoke asserts, and offers good deal evidence 
prove, that the most effective German propaganda, be- 
fore and after Pearl Harbor, was put forth through periodi- 
cals and other printed matter having ostensible con- 
nection with any German agency source. manner 
Semitic, anti-Catholic, anti-English, capitalistic, isolationist 
and anti-alien—were used according Mr. Hoke’s 
findings, who gives list them. good deal matter 
highly pleasing Hitler, Mr. Hoke declares, was sent out 
under the “frank” several members the Federal 
Senate and House Representatives whose names are 
given Black Mail. Mr. Hoke, this connection, 
particularly severe Senator Wheeler, Montana, and 
Representative Fish, New York. 


Black Mail interesting and some points informative. 
would safer guide, though, Mr. Hoke were 
little clearer his view what constitutes un-Ameri- 
canism. Sometimes seems inclined class together 
all Isolationists and critics the Roose- 
velt Administration paid unpaid agents Germany 
Japan. The present writer’s critical judgment Black 
Mail that Mr. Hoke has told the truth far 
knows it, but that his deductions from the facts discovered 
him should taken with good deal salt. Morally, 
the book inoffensive. Perhaps should mentioned 
that Black Mail has page-size exactly equivalent 
that Best Sellers, its pages contain about much 
reading matter 250 page book the usual dimensions. 
Winston, 


Richmond, Virginia 
Woollcott, Alexander. The Letters Alexander Wooll- 


cott. Edited Beatrice Kaufman and Joseph Hennessey. 
Viking. July 21, 1944. 402p. $3.50. 


Hoke Woollcott Hunt 
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Vernon Parrington, who fathered the socio-literary 
school literary criticism, would have been hard-pressed 
find appropriate pigeon-hole for Master Woollcott 
such century our own; would finally have de- 
cided, think, that the “rosy, middle-aged dolphin” who 
was Woollcott was anachronism, born out his due 
time, dating back past Irving’s Federal New York, even 
the witty fripperies Tory Boston. Some unreflecting 
reader might have nominated the decade the Yellow 
Book, instead, but would have been most superficial 
designation, for Woollcott, whatever his limitations, was 
indigenously American, even fits best into Ameri- 
can century when Laurence Sterne was all the rage among 
the seaboard literati the colonies. finds his best 
analogues that same Century, including 
those felicitous English letter writers, Horace Walpole and 
Lady Mary Wortley Montagu. His monkey tricks style 
and epistolary salutation are theirs; even his not too in- 
frequent indelicacies are the age Queen Anne. 


Woollcott will best remembered master the 
feuilleton, far writing concerned; whether that very 
volatile and evanescent quality, his conversational bou- 
quet, will endure memory largely depends such 
chancy factors the energy, talent, and affection his 
fellow practitioners letters. Not every good talker 
favored with Boswell. Some, like Benjamin Jowett, live 
legend the strength parlous few examples. 
this latter fate Woollcott’s, the present collection 
letters, means complete one, will afford many 
concrete instances his happy talent for 
will certainly reckoned among the very good letter 
writers his generation. G.K.C. wrote better letter 
his best, and Shaw invariably; but Woollcott’s average 
very high indeed. The screeds addressed Thornton 
Wilder, Laura Richards, and Noel Coward are especially 
good. 

For the ordinary reader, not too interested green-room 
gossip and the foibles the Woollcott coterie, the fre- 
quent references reading favorites, things plugged 
devotedly essay, anthology, and radio blurb, will prove 
particularly captivating; for this strangely pathetic fat man 
was that rare thing any era, discriminating and en- 
thusiastic vintage reader, possibly one the two great 
readers his age, the other being Justice 
ander Woollcott had certain literary games liked 
play, among them the familiar book-and-deset-island one, 
and the variant, choose-your-population-for-a-town. 
own earnest recommendations books dearly loved 
would stock absorbing five-foot shelf for some con- 
temporary resident sequestered tropical atoll, there 
any such Rousseauistic Utopia left our global uni- 


verse. 
Charles Brady 


Hunt, Frazier. MacArthur and the War Against Japan. 
Scribners. Aug. 28, 1944. 182p. $2.50. 


The war produces great deal fugitive literature, 
value for the moment and then space problem library 
shelves. Frazier Hunt’s volume probably belongs this 
category. does help the reader understand some- 
thing the attitude hero worship with which those 
acquainted with General MacArthur regard him. Not 
that this attitude not justified but Mr. Hunt writes about 
with flourish the like which seldom seen 
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modern journalism. the whole, Mr. Hunt feels that 
General MacArthur man with many enemies, some 
them quite powerful, and that this has determined the 
flow men and materials him rather than the exi- 
gencies war and the necessities overall strategy. The 

emands the European and Russian theatres opera- 
tions irked Mr. Hunt little and feels that the Philip- 
pines might have been saved the flight many bombers 
the Philippines before surrender. possible that 
Mr. Hunt has confused the output the United States 
year after Pearl Harbor with that the United States 
the time that the final battles Bataan were being 
fought. There are two points which seems desirous 
above everything else clearing up. One the easy de- 
struction the American bomber force the Philippines. 
Mr. Hunt insists that General MacArthur gave orders 
that the bombers should withdrawn safe fields but 
that these instructions were never carried out. Secondly, 
when General MacArthur left the Philippines, did 
the belief that was lead relief force back 
Bataan immediately. Mr. Hunt feels that the MacArthur 
for President boom had adverse effect upon supplies 
the Pacific area. 


great deal the book traces the campaigns they 
shaped under MacArthur well the personal part 
that the General himself took the advances the 
Southwest Pacific. Perhaps the most remarkable feature 
the enveloping plan followed MacArthur was the 
use air power not simply for the purpose bombing 
but means transporting strong fighting forces over 
areas whose conquest might well have taken years and 
been exceedingly costly Throughout, Mr. Hunt 
stresses the fact that MacArthur’s chief concern any 
plan saving American lives. Anzio cost more lives 
than the whole campaign the Southwest Pacific 
that date. The details the New Guinea campaign are 
well told terms the nutcracker tactics applied 
MacArthur. After the destruction American planes 
Clark Field, General MacArthur never fought again 
without air superiority. The story Army-Navy coopera- 
tion one for the armed forces long remember. Wher- 
ever possible, MacArthur by-passed Japanese strongholds 
such Madang, Hansa Bay and Wewak, leaving the gar- 
tisons there starve while passed 750 miles Biak. 
When told its fullest form after the war, the story 
the development amphibious and air operations, prom- 
ises the most remarkable the war. The part 
played General MacArthur its growth will rank 
higher than that any other figure. Mr. Hunt also brings 
out the strongly spiritual side the General and the 
esteem manifested all who have come into contact 
with him. His enemies, seems, are all distance. 


James Eagan, 
College New Rochelle 


* * 


Costain, Thomas Ride With Me. 
18, 1944. 595p. $3.00. 


Take bit history and some intrigue, mix with them the 
struggle for free press and the development modern 
newspaper, add bit war, stir them well with great 
events and cook them thoroughly the bubbling kettle 
that was Napoleonic Europe the 19th century—then 
add quest for true love spiced with illicit sex, pepper 
with London cant, spread the resultant stew thinly over 


Doubleday. Aug. 


Costain 


almost six hundred pages war-scarce paper and you 
have potential best seller, yclept Ride With Me. This 
somewhat nondescript mixture subjects woven about 
the idea that really was Sir Robert (Riding Bobby) 
Wilson who defeated Napoleon, thereby saving inept 
and ungrateful Tory English government, may called 
historical novel someone insists. 


1805 Francis Ellery, young editor the London Tablet, 
crippled one leg, eldest three brothers, relegated 
spoiled and selfish mother the role second fiddle for 
the career his politician brother, the vain, egotistic, 
empty-headed Caradoc, found himself drilling with the 
London Fencibles anticipation the Napoleonic inva- 
sion soon launched from Boulogne. Joseph Ellery, 
founder the Tablet and Francis’ father, had built into 
profitable enterprise following the journalistic practices 
the day. But following his death the ownership was 
divided that Frank could not control the paper which 
dragged along under governmental domination unable 
express any opinion contrary the interests the rulers. 


Frank met Sir Robert Wilson who convinced him the 
danger apprehended from Napoleon, attitude 
frowned upon the government which had done nothing 
prepare for invasion. Under Wilson’s pricking stimu- 
lus and for his own self-respect Frank determined com- 
bat the government’s policy editorially, almost certain 
way commiting journalistic suicide. his mind this 
was the only patriotic action could take, the only way 
which could serve well the interests his country 
and the cause freedom. However this needed 
control the paper, feat easily achieved since Caradoc, 
wishing further his career advantageous marriage, 
needed the country estate which Frank owned. trade 
was then made whereby Frank obtained control the 
paper and the campaign begun. Disaster was immediate 
—government printing contracts cancelled, advertising 
withdrawn, circulation collapsed and then inspired mob 
only turned aside the last moment Wilson. The 
climax was sentence the stocks and then prison 
where Frank discovered the foul conditions which led 
later campaign for prison reform. persevered how- 
ever and result Wellesley (later Wellington) was sent 
Portugal carry out Wilson’s plan for blocking Napo- 
leon. 


the meantime Frank had met the beautiful and flirta- 
tious Gabrielle Salle, the exiled French Court 
nobility, and had fallen love with her. Other activities 
interfered with his suit and Caradoc soon had taken over 
Gaby’s affections clandestine affair. Frank then went 
Portugal the first war correspondent and evolved 
scheme for transmitting news more rapidly agents and 
carrier pigeons. took part Wilson’s colossal bluff 
which fooled the French giving Wellesley time arrive 
with army and even participated cavalry skirmish 
with Wilson before being expelled from Portugal Wel- 
lesley. Before left however had initiated the trans- 
formation staid governess Laura Brakespear into 
upper bracket prostitute. ill-gotten wealth freed her 
write series social novels which later aided Frank 
his reform campaigns. 


Back England Frank found the Tablet reviving because 
this new type reporting and continued modernize 
When Gaby’s brother, Sosthehenes, was discovered 
Napoleonic spy spirited her out England and 


¥ 


back France where she became ardent adherent 
the emperor and, rumor had it, his mistress. 
Frank then went Russia where Wilson was attached 
the army the Tsar. Again Wilson helped defeat Na- 
poleon and had him trapped save that Kutuzov refused 
attack and allowed Napoleon escape. Frank partici- 
pated the Russian pursuit from Moscow searching for 
Gabrielle. found her and achieved his desire 
Russian country-house where they were marooned for 
several days storm. But she refused leave Napo- 
leon defeat and after bringing her safely Poland 
Frank returned. Then came 1814—Napoleon fell, was 
doomed Elba, returned only meet his Waterloo and 
then St. Helena. Frank went France seek Gabrielle 
but when could not find her almost succumbed the 
charm and wealth her calculating cousin, Margot. 
Gaby finally appeared scene public defiance the 
execution Ney from which she was rescued Frank 
and Wilson. They freed another imprisoned Frenchman 
and then Frank and Gaby fled the country leaving Wilson 
behind arrested, tried, convicted and degraded. 
Frank married Gabrielle, took her London, outfaced 
his selfish mother and went making success the 
Tablet through the introduction new methods and the 
institution various reform campaigns. After several 
years Wellington had Wilson vindicated but Frank’s 
patriotism received reward. Caradoc however became 
earl and the story closes the moral that patriotism 
self-sacrifice are not rewarded but that selfish politi- 
cian is. 

Historically Ride With little value save for the 
few glimpses the development modern journalism. 
Otherwise, the very best estimate, only pulp-maga- 
zine material. Profanity, vulgarity and obscenity (dis- 
guised cant talk) are found. Fornication treated 
natural and correct and the career Laura Brakspear 
even praiseworthy. adventure story there are 
only occasional flashes interesting action and the book 
whole almost insufferably dull. There seems 
reason for recommending the book anyone although 
should not harm mature readers. 


* * 


Runbeck, Margaret Lee. Time for Each Other. Appleton- 
Century. July, 1944. 165 $2.00. 


This story family life, for the most part simply 
and naturally told that scarcely seems novel but 
rather narrative incidents from normal everyday life. 
tenuous the thread its plot and absorbing are the 
characters that one soon loses interest the plot and 
revels the actors. Indeed when one does look for 
plot one finds series subordinate stories tied together 
only the fact that they chronicle the activities little 
Miss Boo and her family, family whose father has gone 
the war. 


Predominantly then this book about child, natural, 
unspoiled, eight year old Miss Boo, and her way life, 
story told preserve the incidents that life until the 
return absent father. Miss Boo lives small New 
England village with her mother, their negro cook Lilliam 
and her baby, the chuckling, chocolate- droppish Cukey. 
Cukey’s father Joseph, formerly the hired man, has also 
gone war and the relationship between the two families 
clearly shown the incident Lilliam’s service flag, 


Nye 
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lovingly made, stitch patient stitch, and then placed, 
not the window for the world see, but the attic 
just the point where the sunbeam shone through hole 
the roof that God might see that had two men 
from that household 

Little Miss Boo, eight, has many interests life, growing 
up, school, friends, make-believe, the problem Frosti 
and Pointsettia, and finally the problem providing Tom 
and Lisa with baby. Miss Boo certain that they will 
make good parents—they look like “mothersnfathers.” 
But throuzh all Miss Boo shines forth very lovable, 
winsome little lady, cheerfully learning and frequently 
dispensing the wisdom childhood. really impos- 
sible summarize this book adequately because almost 
every page there soomething worth reading and repeat- 
ing. Suffice say that many ways this strange 
book for these days—strange that emphasizes love 
people and offers the love neighbor solution for the 
world’s problems, that pleads for more children and 
for sane and well ordered family life, that puts the 
so-called racial problem sane perspective, making 
quite simply matter love others. 


While Time for Each Other may recommended all 
definitely not juvenile book but primarily one for 
the grow-ups since adult’s-eye view children and 
home life. Although times pervaded with slight 
tinge sophistication there nothing really objectionable 


Nye, Russel George Bancroft; Brahmin Rebel. Knopf. 
Aug. 14, $3.50. 


the seventeenth day January, 1891, the death 
George Bancroft, grand old man American historiog- 
raphy, brought end full American life that had 
begun with the opening the nineteenth century and had 
lasted through “more than half the span the nation’s 
independent existence”. truly brilliant and scholarly 
work Mr. Russel Nye Michigan State College has 
managed make that complex and colorful career his 
own with far more success than the lot the average 
biographer. 


The nature his subject and definite flair for good 
historical anaysis have enabled the author produce more 
than the story one man; has told the story 
entire nation through crucial period its growth. For 
George Bancroft, New England Brahmin 
though was, played significant part Democratic 
America’s educational, political and diplomatic history. 


With the hope obtaining pulpit Bancroft, the youth, 
was sent abroad slowly awakening Cambridge 
study with the Germans whose ideas were mean 
much the intellectual New England century ago. 
Tea with Goethe, class with Hegel (who tried “make 
Christianity run all study with Boekh, Wolf, 
Schleiermacher, all came make liberal ideas and world 
celebrities the lifelong order the day for Bancroft. 


Mr. Nye’s entertaining pages narrate the struggles the 
affected popinjay sober New England deigned see the 
young returning prophet. twenty-three could 
already reflect three-fold failure: teaching com- 
placent Harvard (boys’ derisive catcalls answered his fre 
” 
quent “Thus Germany”), preaching and 
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writing poetry. the celebrated experimental Round 
Hill School and Cogswell started their own near 
Northampton flying spitballs drove from the teacher’s desk 
the absent-minded young man who was more the scholar 
than the mentor, more interested learning than help- 
ing others learn. 


The strange dichotomy scholarly endeavor and political 
activity finally effected condominium over George Ban- 
croft’s personality. The man who Prescott said wooed the 
“fair muse history and the ugly strumpet faction 
with one and the same breath” actually produced the first 
three tomes the History young America was read for 
years, while ruling Massachusetts politics. Financial suc- 
cess this double life ultimately spelled Federalist Bos- 
ton’s grudging acceptance the anomaly presented 
Jacksonian New Englander. Betting the right horse 
1844 made Bancroft Secretary the Navy, and that 
capacity managed great naval reforms, not least among 
which stands the establishment the Academy An- 
napolis. 


Mr. Nye’s biography throws welcome light the Mexican 
War 1846. acting Secretary War Mr. Bancroft, 
fearing English designs California, sent the impetuous 
Frémont expedition “exploration” that region 
month before Matamoros. The first year the war 
that ensued found the politician-historian turned diplomat 
the Court St. summary recall with the 
Taylor election secured for Bancroft decade leisurely 
loyalty his principal people’s historian; during 
this period five additional volumes the History ap- 
peared. Mr. Nye lightens his account these plodding 
years with numerous excerpts from the criticisms the 
great showing the general success Bancroft’s interpreta- 
tion the divinely directed American cavalcade. 


Civil war came call the sixty-one year old Democrat 
from his scholar’s den away frenzy pamphleteer- 
ing and speech-making support the new Republican 
administration and united front save the Union. 
Reconstructionist politician and ghost-writer President’ 
Johnson’s magnificent first message Congress fact 
that lay hidden for half century), George Bancroft was 
rewarded with embassy Berlin 1867. The pages 
which follow are among Mr. Nye’s most interesting; 
portrays the great liberal’s sincere esteem for Bismarck 
and Frederick the Great before him. The Germans, Ban- 
croft felt, were imitating the Yankees drive for na- 
tional unity, and that, under Iron Chancellor, whom 
saw the liberating Washington Europe! Mr. Nye 
explains Mr. Bancroft’s strange love for stressing the fact 
that the father American historiography was rebel 
Brahmin, theoretical champion the common man, 
born aristocrat who had confessed John Thornton Kirk- 
land back the Harvard days that detested “mixing 
with the mob”. Imperial France saw the aggressor 
Europe, set against German manifest destiny. His in- 
timate friendship with Bismarck not only made our State 
Department the time perhaps the world’s best informed 
Germany, but also contributed largely American 
popular support the Prussians the War 1870. 
With memories French imperialism Mexico fresh 
their minds most Americans echoed mild Louisa Al- 
cott’s for old Pruss!” 


Mr. Nye paints pleasant picture Bancroft 
Washington years retirement (1874-1891). 


His last 


Jones 


mellow days were divided between his roses Roseclyffe 
(where happened upon our own American Beauty) 
and the completion and revision the shelf Histories 
left posterity. The old man was still consulted 
things political. “It would judgment long 
stride toward changing our republic into monarchy” 
said when they asked him about third term for President 
Grant. 


George Bancroft; Brahmin Rebel value chronicle 
the nineteenth century American 
epilogue thoughtfully evaluates outstanding representa- 
tive that era and the first school American history 
writing which his death brought close. Twelve pages 
selections from Bancroft’s History the United States 
(now out print) acquaint the reader with the thought 
and style man whose work was story faith 
America’s destiny—a faith that stands endangered 
more cynical age. list all the historian’s publications 
and fourteen pages useful bibliographical notes round 
out the score the American reader’s indebtedness 
George Bancroft’s first biographer. 

Frank Fadner, 

University Scranton 


Jones, Stanley. The Christ the American Road. 
Abingdon-Cokesbury. 1944. $1.00. 


“Is this America Christian enough and democratic enough 
reshape herself and the future the world?” (p. 65). 
With this question mind Mr. Jones discusses the present 
state and future possibilities the nation. The present 
state the country does not call for complacence: our 
social attitudes, particularly regard the problem 
the negro, our business attitudes, and our political prac- 
tice anything but Christian. The presentation this 
analysis done with certain amount humor, and 
popular, platform style. not situation without 
hope, however, for both internal reconstruction and inter- 
national influence are possible return Christian 
point view. This matter for the individual’s exami- 
nation conscience, and also for the denominations 
such: each possesses part Christ, none them possess 
the whole Christ. Therefore let them amalgamate. Any 
denomination that claims contain the entire Truth, 
course, has place democratic Christianity. 


The appeal the book directed particularly the 
young, the same groups who have heard Mr. Jones lecture 
during these past years. The chapter the Seven Hesi- 
tations Democracy particularly There 
one reference South America backward, and 
her form Christianity “magical”; otherwise there 
little bias. Serious readers will find interesting, not too 
heavy fare. 

Charles Denecke, 

University Scranton 


Josephs, Ray. Argentine Diary. Random House. Aug. 


1944. xlvi, 358p. $3.00. 


This the story the rise power Argentina the 

GOU (Grupo Oficiales Unides, The United Officials 

Group) Army Colonels, from June 1943, when their 

military coup proclaimed the end the Presidency 
(Concluded page 100) 
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ARGENTINE DIARY 
(Concluded from page 97) 


Ramon Castillo, January 30, 1944, when, with 
General Pedro Pablo Ramirez acting front man for the 
new regime, the author decided leave Buenos Aires and 
return the United States, disgust the whole pro- 
ceeding. The story cast diary form, with other 
headings than those the forty-six page introduction and 
two chapters covering the years 1943 and 1944. The daily 
entries include multitude details, practically all im- 
pinging political developments Argentina and hasten- 
ing the gloomy picture nation throttled 
military clique. 


According the author, the majority Argentinians are 
democracy loving people, long since favor de- 
finite and decisive rupture with the Axis. 
oligarchy, however, more less open admiration 
the German system, under which many them were 
trained, and pronounced inclination toward fascist con- 
ceptions national discipline and government, managed 
seize upon the weakness the constitutional govern- 
ment under Castillo and plant themselves power 
under the guise saving the country from the anarchy 
indecision. 


Successive military individuals have subsequently headed 
the government but only fronts for the military 
garchy. military bureaucracy has replaced Congress; 
political criticism has been penalized discharge from 
posts responsibility and exile concentration camps; 
political parties have been dissolved; the press has been 
gagged; incipient has been encouraged; and 
all forms public expression have been geared into the 
government along lines increasingly resembling those 
Hitler and Mussolini. spite Argentina’s commit- 
ments Hemispheric solidarity the War, made 
the Rio Conference 1940, this regime has maintained 
equivocal stand toward the United Nations and the 
Axis, the definite advantage the latter, until action 
the Secretary State Cordell Hull practically 
forced the Argentine Government take cognizance 
the wide-spread Axis espionage centered the country 
and break diplomatic relations with the Axis powers 
January 25, 1944. 


Even with this action taken, the situation remains unsatis- 
factory, inasmuch this break has not gone the lengths 
open declaration war eventuated genuine 
change heart among the “colonels”. Commenting 
his the substitution Farrell for Ramirez, Mr. 
Josephs notes that “The difference between Ramirez and 
Farrell was the monumental difference between Tweedle 
Dee and Tweedle Dum. But the change nominal 
‘Presidents’ gave the State Department the U.S.) 
good opportunity repair its earlier mistake accord- 
ing recognition the Perén Junta when bore the name 
the Ramirez Government.” 


The author summarizes the principal motives the GOU 
follows: Belief authoritarian system govern- 
ment, with strict controls particularly liberal elements; 
Disgust corruption and political parties previous 
Governments and belief that the remedy lay decreeing 
parties out existence; The desire improve the 
standard and lot the military, under German influence; 
The formation South American bloc, under Argen- 


ifs 


Josephs 


tine leadership, free from Yankee influence; Strong 
nationalist sentiment; Argentina-for-the-Argentines, etc. 
“There also,” states, strong Spanish Falangist in- 
fluence, carefully cultivated belief strong single- 
party State, supported the clergy, make Argentina 
firm Christian nation.” 


This fear the Spanish Falange, tool Nazism, 
runs throughout the book; and interesting note that 
the author selected his friend Allan Chase, author 
Falange, write the foreword the book. The latter’s 
zeal ferreting out Falangists Latin America has been 
shown many instances surpass his factual accuracy. 
The very last paragraph the volume ringing chal- 
lenge against Franco; “Today Argentina and Bolivia head 
the fascist parade Latin America. But they march 
tune played the band Madrid—and the tune 
called Berlin. This march will not end until Spain 
once again democratic the 
sentiment cultural unity with Spain, described 
obstacle Pan-Americanism, although from the above 
quotation would appear that Hispanidad virtue 
vice depending who the political saddle Spain. 
Ambassador Carlton Hayes and all others who have dealt 
with retained faith the Franco regime are roundly 
denounced. 


With respect the Catholic Church, the author’s 
summation that the Church Argentina and throughout 
Latin America being torn two directions; there are 
small but powerful liberal forces and big and prob- 
ably even stronger totalitarian majority”. states that 
almost from the start, the Nazi-inspired Army group re- 
ceived inspiration also from few high churchmen “scared 
the Red bogey”. Among Catholic intellectuals thus 
branded Msgr. Franceschi. Bishop Andrea, the auxiliary 
Buenos Aires, absolved social-minded prelate, 
but stated that “the reactionary churchmen seem 
have fully much not more drag” with the govern- 
ment; and, indication the author’s none too firm 
grasp Church affairs, this bishop referred “His 
Eminence”. Particular distress expressed over the deter- 
mination the regime install Roman Catholic 
tion all public schools under state administration, 
step backward; and the substitution “Moral instruction 
and ethics” for the children parents who object Cath- 
olic religious doctrine regarded with bitter suspicion. 


Argentine Diary may classified crusading book, 
rather the daily report crusader, bent exposing the 
pomps and works fascism wherever they may may 
seem lurk. Written journalistic style, highly per- 
sonal character, reflects the earnest mind passion- 
ate lover democracy. Writer for the Buenos Aires 


Herald, and correspondent for PM, Variety, and the 


cago Sun, Mr. Josephs constantly exhibits 
mentality and Rousseauvian political philosophy and pro- 
gram which make clear the reasons why was oblige 
flee Argentina. The book provides valuable and 
generally honest day-by-day story Argentinian 
during the period under discussion, seen one looking 
from the outside. particular and partisan issues, 
the intelligent reader will know how make his own 
distinctions, aided part the author’s piquant style. 
special but incomplete index rounds out the volume. 


James Magner, 
Catholic University America 
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